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fear 2007 wasan
incredible
one for me
I
Ed.
I
and my husband,
Fivemonthsago,our newborn
grandson,Caden,cameto live
with us.
At the time, he wasgiven
to us by DFCS and we were
told we
would most
likely have
him for six
months.If
his mother
could prove
that she
could provide a stable
home for
him, she
would get
him back.
Things
didnt go
.
well for his mother, and it
looks like we'll havehim
permanently.So Habersham
County has.anew little resident and our quiet household
hasbeenturned upsidedown.
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Everyonetellsus what a
lucky little boy Cadenis to
haveus to takehim and love
him. That may be true, but
both Ed and I.believethat
we're the lucky ones.He is
a wonderful litde guy, good
natured and happy. I've never
seena babywake up ashappy
and full of smilesasCaden
does.
on Dec. 25, our little
miracleturned 5 monthsold ,
and we had the pleasureof experiencinq
his firstChristmas.
V"tchinfhis little eyeswiden
at the lit ChristmastreegaYe
me backsomeofmy wonder
ofthe season.Besidesbeing
amazedat the tree,he didnt
understandwhat wasgoing on'
exceptthat it tired him out. I
wasright therewith him!.
Our childrenarestair-stePs
at28,29,30 and 31,so it's
beena long while sincewe've
donethe babything. But
there'ssomethingspecialabout
encoreoarenting.Something
differerit.And I"think I've fi-gured out what at least?artof
that differenceis.
"They grow up so fast" is
a clichi, but mostclichCsare
born oftruth. Parentsthe first
time aroundsaythings like, "I
can'twait for him to sit uP," "I
can't wait until shecan walk."
Or even,"I can'twait until he's
in school."

As incore parents,we know
better.Having raisedbabies
before,we know how fast the
time reallydoespass.All the
milestonescomeand the next
thinq you know your baby
is 281So with Caden,I don'r
wish he would hurry up and
do anything.Ve cheeredfor
him when he turned overon
Dec. 9, after a lot of frustrated
trying on his part, but we're
not rushinghim.
'With his new turning-over
skills, I seeCadenon the
brink ofa precipice.Now that
het becomingmobile,there
will be no turning backfrom
crawling,then walking. From
there, itt only a hop and a
skip ro schooland driving and
cofiege.I don't begrudgehim
getting olderand growinguP'
but I plan to enjoythe Process
asmuch asI can this time
around.
Probablythe bestadvice
we'vereceivedsince Caden
cameto live with us wasfrom
our friend, Betsy,who said,
."Raisehim asyour child, not
vour erandchild."I hoPewe
lan af.omplish that, and raise
a greatboy without spoiling
him, We just want to do tt
slowly.
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